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UNCERTAIN TIMES
(SUFFERING) WILL BUILD
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

By Dr. Henry Harbuck, PCAI General Overseer

about this! As followers of Christ, we should adiya
grow stronger spiritually when we face problems and
trials; i.e., when we suffer. I agree that it’s not a lot of fun,

but God's ultimate plan is to help us grow through
suffering. Therefore, we must remember that when we
endure suffering (trials), we are not alone. ThedL
with us. So, let's remember what the psalmist sakhd

is our refuge and strength, [He’'s] always readyhédp
[you] in times of trouble.” (NLT-Psalms. 46:1 Qubtas
marks are mine)e

The Lord is with us. So, let's remember what thalmpgst
said, “God is our refuge and strength, [He’'s] alsvagady
to help [you] in times of trouble.” (NLT-Psalms. :46
Quotations marks are mine).

Our society is driven by the desire to succeecdecetwill
be no suffering. And if you're not one of the elito
enjoy this elusive plateau, you are labeled a filThis
kind of thinking is not biblical. To make mattersomse,
some preachers actually teach “If you're not makotg of o~
money, you're not in God’s will.” This is certainhot the _—
apostolic view of the early Christians who endured -_—— -
hardship and death. They were tortured, burnedhat t
stake, starved, chained, thrown into prison toaot fed to

wild beasts in Rome. Yet they shared whatever tiey

with each other (Acts 4:32-33) because they wdledfi

God

with love. demonstrates

— His own love
To assume that the Christian lifestyle doesn’t imeo toward Us,in that while we wierci IS
suffering is a mistake. The Bible says in Romangebse 3 Christ died f@y IS.
that “we can rejoice, too, when we run into protdeamd 97
trials, for we know that they are good for us —ythelp us

learn to endure” (NLT- quotation marks are minehink
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Life’s Narrative Worthy of Observation

By Dr. Daniel O.C., Pastor and Author

Christ, Amen! May the Lord
God Almighty bless you
with a wonderful and
glorious Christ-centered
month in Jesus’ mighty
name, Amen!

Welcome to the third month
of the year. Remember,
figure three signifies
POWER, therefore, may the
power of the Omnipotent
God reign supreme in your
life in this month in Jesus’
mighty name, Amen! Watch
out, in this month that
stubborn situation of
sickness, infirmity, financial
constraint, misunderstanding,
confusion of the mind, strife
and contention,
indecisiveness, depression,
high and low blood pressure
(etc.), all these and more will
be dealt with in this month by
the power of the Almighty
God in Jesus’ mighty name,
Amen!

For what does it profit a man
to gain the whole world, and
forfeit his life in the eternal
kingdom of God as Mark

man give as an exchange, a
compensation, a ransom, in
return for his blessed life in

the eternal kingdom of God?

Today, as you wake up
decide not to stress over the
things you cannot control.
People will be people. Jobs
will be jobs. One thing you
should know for sure is that
God will be God and He's
got you! All glory to the

Calvary greetings to you and
yours in the mighty name of
our Lord and Savior Jesus

8:36-37 says? For what can a

Lord Most High in Jesus’
mighty name, Amen!

Good friends care for each
other. Close friends
understand each other, but
True friends stay forever
beyond words, beyond
distance and beyond time.

Remember, happiness is not

about getting what you want
all the time but it is about
loving what you have and
being grateful for it.

Understand that the richest
wealth is wisdom. The

strongest weapon is patience.

The best security is faith.
The most effective tonic is
laughter.

May the Lord God bless you
with all of the above today
and always in Jesus’ mighty
name. Amen!

Be ready to receive your long
-awaited miracles in Jesus’
mighty name! Somebody
shout a resounding, “AMEN
& AMEN!"
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or what will it |
profit a man if he
| gains the whole |
world, and loses
is own soul~
Or what will a man
give in exchange
for his soul?”

God Says Buckle Up and Enjoy the Ride

By Rev. Mike Taylor, Raphah Ministries President

2024 the year of Psalm 24. The king of glory comaggin. It's
not about republican or Democrat or Trump versuieBi It's
about the return of Jesus Christ to set up His &amg on
earth. The real battle is spiritual. We need Chiiike world
and the world system is out of control. Too mangelievers
ruling. Too many unbelievers in key leadership foss in all
facets of society. | continue to partner with Godting down
all evil leaders and replace them with people wéue @bout
people. Our country is greatly divided. The realisis
spiritual. We must have another great awakening nWist
turn back to God it's our only hope. The signsadlréhere we
just need to see more and more manifestations dfs@gory. |
pray God continues to move throughout the eanphay He
continues to expose all evil. Many continue tcaliel fall far
short of the glory of God. You must be born agMany are
ignorant of the things of God. They will never fulinderstand
unless they are born again. | pray God opens tbe efjthe
people.

We need a major turnaround. | believe Holy Spériat work.
We need a miracle. The flesh is weak but the ggiriilling.
Psalm 24 says in part “Lift up your heads, O yotegbAnd be

lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the
King of glory shall come in. Who is this
King of glory? The Lord strong and mightys

the Lord mighty in battle. (Psalm 24:7,8) NKJV

The battle is the Lords. Let's do our part. ReshéeLord. Stay
in our lane. We will be challenged if we follow @ir God's
glory is coming down. The enemy knows his timehisrs If
we do what is right in the sight of the Lord welvihve no
regrets in the end. Our hope is in Christ and éteto come.
This is going to be a wild year and a wild seafrckle up

and enjoy the ridel¥

Psalm 24: 1-2 (NKJV)
“The earth is the Lord’s, and all its
fullness,
The world and those who dwell

therein. For He has founded it upon the
seas,
And established it upon the waters.”
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City Ordered to pay
Fees, Damages for
RLUIPA Violation

St. Pete Beach sought to restrict the beachframtcbhfrom soliciting donations
from the public in exchange for the use of its pagkot.

Key point 7-06.4The federal Religious Land Use and InstitutionaliBersons
Act prohibits state and local governments from isipg a land use regulation in
a manner that imposes a substantial burden orx#reise of religion unless the
regulation is in furtherance of a compelling goveemtal interest and is the least
restrictive means of furthering that compelling goxmental interest.

A federal court in Florida awarded a church $254,00 in attorneys’ fees and
$15,000 in damagem a lawsuit alleging a city government’s actioosigtituted
a violation of the federal Religious Land Use anstitutionalized Persons Act of
2000 (RLUIPA).

The church sued afténe city imposed its land use regulations to prohiibthe
church from allowing the public to park in its parking lot for free. The
church solicited donations, but they were optiofiak city fined the church $1,
00Q

The church alleged that the city violated RLUIPAifmposing its regulations to
restrict the church’s use of its parking lot. Tloeit entered a preliminary
injunction securing the church’s religious rightsharespect to the church’s use
of its parking lot. The parties then reached desatnt agreement resolving all of
the issues except for the amount of attorneys’ fieeshurch would be awarded.

In particular, the settlement agreement provided tiire church may continue to
allow the general public to park in its off-str@airking lot and solicit charitable
donations. The city also agreed to pay the chut&h(®0 in damages. Since the
church was the prevailing party under RLUIPA, itlme entitled to attorneys’
fees. The court ultimately ruled the church wagtledtto $254,000 in attorneys’
fees.

What this means for churches

RLUIPA specifies that state and local governmeatsmot subject religious
organizations to a land use law that imposes sntigktdurdens on the free
exercise of religion unless the law is supportea lspmpelling governmental
interest.t specifies:

No government shall impose or implement a landregalation in a manner that
imposes a substantial burden on the religious eseeof a person, including a
religious assembly or institution, unless the gowsent demonstrates that
imposition of the burden on that person, assendslinstitution—(A) is in
furtherance of a compelling governmental interest; and (B) is the least restrictive
means of furthering that compelling governmenttgrest.

It should be noted that RLUIPA provides for attorneys’ fees to the
prevailing party in any litigation.

The law states: “In any action or proceeding taesg a provision of ... the
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons.Athe court, in its
discretion, may allow the prevailing party, othearn the United States, a
reasonable attorney’s fee.” (42 USC §1988)

This is an important point for church leaders tefgken mind when they succeed
in lawsuits against state and local government @gsrior violations of
RLUIPA. O

Pass-A-Grille Beach Community Church v. City ofPete Beach 2022 WL
1242482 (M.D. Fla. 2022).
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Preserving Our
National Identity

Excerpt from Christian Law
Association

B

Jaiden Rodriguez is a 12 year old middle
school student in the state of Colorado.
Like many students at his school he
enjoyed decorating his backpack with
patches that reflected his interests. One of
those patches he particularly like was the
Gadsden Flag.

Named for Christopher Gadsden (1724-
1805), a delegate to the Continental
Congress and a Brigadier General in the
Continental Army, the flag was created to
warn England, or any other nation, not to
“tread on” the liberties of Americans. The
Gadsden Flag is part of the story of
America’s foundation as students of
American history know well.

Imagine Jaiden’s shock when he learned
he would not be allowed to attend school
unless he removed the patch from his
backpack. When he and his mother talked
with school officials, the charter school
appeared to have deliberately distorted the
flag’s history in their effort to ban it.
Though it may not have been true, it
certainly seemed as though the school
disliked the idea of free Americans who
stood for right.

The Christian Law Association has long
maintained that students do not leave their
First Amendment rights at the door of their
school, and this legal theory has been the
basis of many cases that we have won in
court. Simply put, if other students are
allowed to have patches on their
backpacks, patriotic students must be able
to enjoy that same liberty.

Fortunately, under intense pressure,
including from the Governor of Colorado,
the school reversed the policy and allowed
Jaiden back in class — with his Gadsden
Flag patch still on his backpack. [J
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Keep Your Ministry Safe
and Secure with
Shepherd's Watch
Background Checks

Excerpt from Christian Law Association Publication

o
shepherd’s
e Y Sepherd
interest financial or otherwise in

BACKGROUND CHECKS
Shepherd’s Watch we have been made

aware of some services and prices they offer. Aeead to pass
the information along to you in the event you axaking for a
background check company.

From time to time we are asked to
recommend organizations that run
background checks. While we have no

In today’s challenging environment, it’s critical take steps to
protect those in your church/ministry’s care. Rabypscreening
your staff and volunteers is an important stefhegrocess.

Shepherd’s Watch Background Checks is partnerdutivit leading
global background check company, First Advantagecause of
our long-term partnership with First Advantage, ieedble to offer
you best-in-class background checks at affordatites

The Group has been serving churches for more thamedrs and
have been doing background checks for 17 years céa trust
that we know your church’s needs and we underdtambtest ways
to protect your church and those you serve. Quality affordable
background checks starting at just $9 from theiteptdackground
check company in the world. First Advantage is RGRmpliant
and accredited with PBSA..

WEBSITE: https://www.group.com/background-checks/

PCAIl Ministries Fellowship extends the
warmest welcome 1o the newly added
Ministers, Churches and Ministries
worldwide since last month. Thank yvou
for partnering with us in expanding

1's kingdom. We love you alllll

Check with your Secretary of State
office to verify that your state
incorporation is current and

active. Some states vary from needing
renewal every year or like Texas every
four (4) years. Without valid state
incorporation your federal incorporation
(501 ¢ 3) becomes invalid. You may not
receive notice from your Secretary of
State that it is due as it is your
responsibility to handle this.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS |

IMPORTANT
LEGAL INFO

CHARTER RENEWAL
DEADLINE MARCH 28TH

ATTENTION: L3
ONLY for those who have 501 '
(c)(3) Chartered Ministries &
Churches under PCAI Group

Exemption...

They should have received théharter Renewal
Yearly Report Packenailed last montiOR,
Forms are also available in our websit&ps://
www.paragonchristianalliance.oupder
“MEMBERS” tab.

It is important that your report be received in our
office no later thamarch 28th.

These renewals areecessary to remain in
compliancewith the IRS code and maintain your
charter’s tax-exempt status under the PCAI
Group Exemption.

PLEASE REVIEW:This is a good time to
review your monthly giving obligation to ensure

you are up-to-date on your ministerial and charter

giving. These must be current in order for your
501(c)(3) to be renewed in 2024.

ANNUAL CHARTER RENEWAL

Have you renewed your
state incorporation and
have confirmation that it is
active? Without a current
state incorporation your
federal incorporation (501¢
3) becomes void. You may
not receive notice from
your Secretary of State
that it is due since it is your
responsibility.

P.0. Box 70, Swartz, LA 71281
Tel:1-866-268-5600




